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Wonder what Ilertz
will say today?

All
Thoughts
Are b

itOf
11

Spring. fl

Our emporium is fast
taking on its spring attire.
Every few days the dray-
man leaves in front of our ti
door boxes filled with
woolens for men's wear E
from the world's best
makers. Our prepara-
tions are upon a larger o

scale than ever before.
Saturday we received (

some choice suitings, -1

which ought to sell for et
(1$12.50, but in order to in- i

duce early buying we've 5

marked them
fa
W,

$100P
IsThis is a very low price pe

for a suit made to your
order. Especially so, as
there has been a great ad- as

vance in prices of woolens t

and trimmings this sea- a

son. At $io for a suit our th
taprofit is smaller today ta
a'than than it was 2 years is

tI,ago, but with the larger n
number of suits we are

making the reduced profit af
on each suit is offset by I
our larger output, hence
we will not advance our

price, but will continue to
give the same rare values
as we have always given
in the past. d

ertz and Mertz,
XXth Century tailors,

Iii906 and 9o8 F Street.
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"Arout~nd the
World '" "Days."
I I I ! 'This specl Trunk of ours at .75 is c1 1 strong enough to withstland a trip arund te3I !! the world in any given ner of days ihI I I it is practically iadestruct-
I I I I Ible-and we goarantee It.$
I I I ! The corners are extra heavy. (1-75 h
I 1 ! 1 See It. Remember the prIce C
! I I Ia1 hot..................

BECKER'S,
1eO-983 F Street.

It Costs So Little

TO FRAI1E
A Picture 93.
me... .-e .f ,..tty ....ig to lo.C.
nrames, smaul frames.............. 9.%
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FHE PUBLIC SCHOOLS:
t

ystem Similar to That of Other
Cities.

UPERINTENDENT POWIJU S DEFENSE

'upils Are Pushed Ahead Faster
Than Under Old Methods.

MPLOYMENT OF TEACHERS

Mr. Powell, superintendent of schools,
ntinued to talk of methods of educating
afore the subcommittee of the Senate Dis- t
let committee yesterday afternoon after S

ae Star's report of the hearing was closed.
e claimed that the schools of this city are s
good condition; that the scholars are s

rther advanced than ever before, and I
'at the system being taught is thoroughly
Ltisfactory.
Senator Stewart presided and Senator t!alinger and Mr. Charles Moore, clerk of t
e committee, were present throughout
e hearing, and all questioned Mr. Pow-
L. The trustees present were Mr. George
Harries, Judge Job Barnard, Mr. Jesse t'
Wilson and Dr. Hazen. h

Mr. Powell contended that children spell V
ore than they ever did., though they do Y
,t stand up in rows In the manner of the r
I spelling bee. He said they never spelled F
well as today. u
'There has been a greater change In ten t
ars In educational methods," said Mr.
iwell, "than there has been in the meth- 0
of running street cars. Any man who has a
pt up with street car systems and with b
ueational methods has seen a greater s

ange in the latter than with the former."
held that the children were advanced tl
or 100 per cent more than they were it
der the old system. d
lenator Stewart-"Do you think they are it
rther advanced in spelling than they
re formerly?"
ir. Powell-"I know it. I do not fear an
amination of the schools. As for com-
sition, there is no comparison with the
esent over the old methods."Ele dec'ared that by the time the child
in the fifth grade it will read the news- i
pers and follow the news of the day. L

Early Grades Pushed Ahead. t
rhe children in the early grades, he said, In
e twice as far advanced in arithmetic Is
they were under the old system. In the L

ird grade the children are pretty well
ounded in fractions, rounded numbers
d abstract numbers. He admitted that
L child is not taught the multiplicatlor at
ble until he understands it. He is not t
Lght that "three times three is nine" re
til he is shown that three times three id
really nine and until he fully realizes a
fact. He must know the facts of arith- c

-tic be'fore he Is taught the multiplica- E
>n table. te
Jir. Powell said that he stood almost in>ne in ativocating that children in the NI
st and secnd grades should go to school ti
r!ng an entire day. He did this because at
those grades half their time is spent in re
tside employments. w

Employment of Teachers.
dr. Powell explalned the method of ap-inting teach-rs from the list of Normal fr
-tol graduates.
JIr. Gailinger asked if he had power to
:miss and how he dismissed an inco.:- CE
tent teacher.
ir. Powell-"Yes, sir; no, sir. We try to ct
ike her better." H
ir. Gallinger-"That is worse than mod- K
n civil service. You can dismiss under N
e civil service law for cause."MTr. Stewart-"Can, you dismiss a
acher?' 0Mr. Powell-"The riles provide that I it
ay susp-nd a teacher, but I think I have C>power to dismIss a teacher." r'
Fl- said that the method of teaching In ci
e public schools here Is the one in use
nearly all the cities of the United States. el
le teachers. he said, were not always sat- 0
actory, because the wages paid were not si
fnicient to get men and women of broad It:perlence. Formerly those who entered c.
e Normal School were graduates of the tc
igh School. but this year they admit col- tc
e graduates to the Normal School. They T

Ly better salaries In the schools of the 5
est than here, so that the schools of this 01
ty dio not get teachers from the west. el

Complaints of Poor Spellinr. n

Kr. Stewart said he had had many com-
aints that children did not learn to spell it
d write. Mr. Powell said they write bet- d
r than they ever did. Under the old
stem a few learned to write a prescribedmnd, but now they write an individual S1
nd. so that a child in the slums writes b
st as well as the child in the northwest. r(
Mr. (allinger read letters from people itno said thy dare not sign their names W
them, but which criticised the system of itaching in the schotis. One of these let- M

rs said it eas a joke among the scholars 3
the High School that they cannot spell. 01

%Ir. P"owcll maintained that the vocabu-
ry of the scholars today is greater than cl
the past, s(

SDIc-eipline Needed In the Schools. d

Another letter Ke-d by Mr. Gallinger said S
at Mr. Po.well did not have the con- A
ence of his tcelhers an-1 that he did not
pport them in matters of discipline.

Pr-Powell saidi they had no discipline n
the schools, or at least not any to speak L

They conduct the schools In a wayat disciplino is not nece-sary. He want- C
members of the subew'mmittee to exam- Ve the schools if they did not believe what 1
declared. TMr. Stewart-'"Has it banished the evils c
playing hookey?"
Mr. Powell--"Almost. The way we areaching Is the only way that will ban-Sit." *

Mr. Powell claimed that for every personho complains about children havingudying to do at home there are ten who
ik that more work be sent horne in ordertat they could learn more rapidly. Hetid It must be remembered that theseitidren in the first and send gradea areschool but three and one-half hours a

Mr. Powell Coatraieted. a
Mr. Powell said complaints bad come from
>lleges that boys could not gain admissIon h
the leading colleges under the old system
vogue in the public schools. He added,

tat the standard of admission to Harvard~
English branches had advanced 25 pea

mt in recent years,
Mr. Charles Moore, clerk of the commIt'
to, who is a graduate of Harvard and
hose son was admitted to that college last
ear, said that the requIrements in English
'ere exactly the same for his son as they F

ad been for him n gH4.
The Colored Seheols. A

Mr. Powell read a letter from a colored -

,rrespondent~whose nlame he said he would
nt give, criticising the colored schools and

to board of trustees., He said the board 5
as guilty of nepotism and tavorts in

5
as schools, and a nnmtur of Irregular

sings had been done. He charged that
Ir. Ricehardson's dansglater was ineligible as c
teacher, and the board Toted sgalnet hor, aut she was put in afterward. Schools 3suld be consolidated so as to save the sal-

ries of thirty teachers, but it was not Ione. The law provided for three waumic 3sachers in the colored schools, but therea

rere seven, alasile were doubled, so that i
ma taeher woaia =et to. ....:-g an 3.

here were other irregularities that were
ointed out.
Gen. Harries said as that letter was go-
1g in the records he thought it, was wellhat an explanation should go with it.
"There is probably some truth in that as

D the colored schools," he said.
He admitted there had been a division in
he board on the question of the colored
chools. The colored members of the board
f trusteei, he said, resented interference
a the affairs of their schools on the part
f the white trustees. They fear, he con-
Inued, that the superintendent of the white
chools will be'made superintendent of ttela
chools. TheY were anxious tM-retgfn a
sparate orggnization, though it was really
ot much of an organization. He thought:would be for the benefit of the colored
chools to have white superintendence, butn account of the attitude of the colored
iembers of the board the white members
ad not interfered with them. He did nlot
,link the colored schools should be letlone by the white trustees. The trustees
ad received indefinite charges of irregu-trities, but never had got them in a dell-
ite form.
The letter read by Mr. Gallinger, he said,robably represents the condition in thealored schools, for which the white trus-
es are hardly responsible unless the
,hools were placed on another basis. Heeld the board was advisory In,its charac-
?r and not an executive body. There
lould be some one central authority, hetid, in the management of the schools.he board of trustees did not like to takeold of the nanagement of the colored
:hools unless it has absolute authority.ntil then the colored trustees must carryieir share of responsibility, because theysist that the white trustees should not
iterfere with their colored schools.

Dismissal of Teachers.
Mr. Jesse H. Wilson called attention to
le statement of Mr. Powell in regard to
is powerlessness to dismiss teachers. Mr.
I'llson said teachers are appointed for one
ear only. and that they had been asked to
sign when incompetent. He said Mr.owell's statement was apt to cause a mis-nderstanding on the part of members ofle committee.
Mr. Powell said that after the discussionthe schools three months ago, and afterconference of the trustees, emphasIs hadlen laid on the teaching of grammar,>elling and writing.
He rFid that the studious Interest whichte present method of teaching has arousedthe scholars has done away with theme novel reading that caused difficulty Inte schools formerly.

ANTI-SALOON LEAGUE.
beial Sension Last Eveninar SucceedsThe Business Routine.
Decorations, singing and refreshments
arked the session of the , Anti-Saloon
,ague held last evening, a departure from
e usual program at semi-monthly meet-g of the organization. A committee of
dies, consisting of Mrs. Isabel Helmick,
rs. Sara Smith, Miss Ida A. Gilbert, Mrs.zzie J. Allen and Mrs. AnnL McKinnon,d the arrangements in charge.Ihe meeting was held in the league's hall.
No. 623 Louisiana avenue, and beforee social exercises the organization wasgularly assemb'ed for business with Pres-ent Ewin in the chair and H. W. Shipesecretary. Vice President Canfield waslled to preside temporarily, and Mr.win reported as chairman for the commit-

E on co-operation and the executive com-Ittee. The Association Cadets of the Y.C. A. were, on his motion, admitted to
e league, increasing the number of affili-ed bodies to 114. They named as theirpresentative Mr. Arthur C. Smith, who
is introduced to the league, togetherth several others present for the firstne.
Mir. Ewin reported as a new delegation
:m the Washington District Epworth
,ague Mrs. M. M. Mitchell, Mr. Robert I.
Lrr, Mr. F. J. MacKenzie, Mr. F. J. Met-If and Mr. J. D. Steele.
')n behalf of the executive committee he
ported the appointment on the standingmmittee on literature Mr. Robert E.
arvey. chairman: Mr. Frank Ford, Mrs.trah Jackson, Mrs. C. L. Loftus. Mrs.
artha B. Hamlin, Miss Lizzie' Goebel,
rs. Anna Riley and Mr. Charles D. Ross.
Mr. Albert E. Shoemaker, the attorneythe league. made a report of the proceed-
gs before the excise board and the Pollee
jurt since the last league meeting. With
ference to a place in the first police pre-
net he said it was closed two years agoith a bad record for disorders and gen-'at disrepute against it; that the condition
the neighborhood has greatly improved

nee, and that because of the overwhelm-
g evidence of this a majority of the ex-
se board had recently rejected an attempt
reopen it, although pressure was broughtbear on them by members of Congress.
he mention of such pressure from out-
le of the District called forth expressions' indignation from several speakers, In-
udIng Mrs. Margaret Dye Ellis of theitional W. C. T. U., who was present as a
sitor.
Mr. A. N. Canfield. on behalf of the corn-
Ittee of arrangements. presented Presi-
nt Ewin with a handsome bouquet of
rnatlons, which had been transferred to
a office.
Dther addresses were by Mr. Jesse C.
iter, the first representative of the leaguefore the excise board, and afterward see-
tary of the league, who has recently re-
rned to the city, and Mrs. H. A. Gillen-
ater, the first recording secretary of the
ague. Remarks were also made by Mrs.
ary V. Noerr, Mr. Edward F. Simpson,
r. A. L. Swartwout, John F. Vinal and
hers,
The following churches. temperance so-sties and other organizations had repre-
ntatives present: Calvary Baptist Church,tristian Endeavor Society and Interme-
ate Christian Endeavor Society; Ninth
reet Christian C. E. Society, Vermont
venue Christian C. E. Society, First Con--egational Church Temperance Society,
t. Pleasant Congregational Church, Me-
orial Lutheran C. E. Society, Douglas Me-
orial (M. E.) Sunday school and EpmorthCague, Faith M. E. Church, Foundry S.
Temperance Society. Mt. Vernon Place
E. Society, Tenleytown M. E. Church,'augh Sunday school, Eastern Presbyte-an Church and C. E. Society, Guntonemple Memorial Church and C. E. So-ety, Peck Memorial Church and C. E.clety. Memorial United Brethren C. E.>ciety. the Grand and District Lodges,alumbia, Independent Minnehaha and -il-

r Star Lodges, and the Juvenile Temples0. G. T.; the District Union, Capitolill, Chapin, Frances Willard, Georgetown,amline, Northwest and West End Unions,
E. C. T. U.; Headquarters "Y," Vermontvenue "'Y,", Woman's Loyal Temperance
egion, Wesley Chapel Band of Hope, As.
iciation Cadets, Central Union Mission.istrict of Columbia C. E. Union, Wgsh-gton District Epworth League, Young

eople's Union of the Libera hrhsad others. *ra uchs
The next meeting of the league is to besid at the same place, Monday, March 5.

LOCAL COURTS-MAlTL,
stals of Uoldiers at Washngtou Bar-.taeks aad Fost Eyer.
A general court-martial has assembled
Port Myer, Va., for the trial of such

trsons as may be brought before it,
The detail for the court Is Capt. Francis

E.Hardie and John B. McDonald, Ideuts.
harles A. Hedekin, Francl.JI oste,.ifred C. Merillat, Ervin L Phillips, Rob-.
rt R. Wallach and Godwin Ordiway, judgelvocate. All the officers are attached to
te 8d Cavalry.
hA a result of court-martial oeeig
Port Myer, Va., Private Max Ser-~,

diller, .Battery L, 4th Artillery, has been

rutenced to two months' Imprisonment and-
O fine: Private James P. Pearson, Bat-
try L. 4th Artillery, to one year's impris-ament and diahonorable discharge for d.
ertion; Private Fred. W. Mack, Treep B,
I Cavalry, to six monthas' Imprisonnentud dishonorable dischafogr repeated of-mses; Second Cas te Win. W.Uitchell, Company B, Signal Cwrs, to one

Nonth's Imprissnent ad 320 Sne: Pri.

ate 'loans9Stover, Battery U, 4th Artil-

ary. IS tout ina. ia ns. Oa.-a

Robert C. McDonald, Batery II, 4th Artil
lery. to be reduced to a p14vate and t4
forfeit $10.
Private Robert Baylor, .attery M, 7tl

Artillery, was easeIteS by court-martia
at Washington barracks for violation a
the regulations, -and sentenced to tw<
months' confinement at bard labor. Pri-
vates John R. James, Battery H, 4th Arbilery. and Adolf Liebhols, Battery M, 4t0Artillery, were acquitted at the same ponof the charges against them.

RIGHTS' OF THE -CONSTITUTION.
Representative Dalmel speaks om the

Porto Rimsa Bill,
In the House yesterdaY afternoon Mr

Richardson spoke over an hour on the
Porto Rico bill. He was several times in-
terrupted by applause from his side of the
House. This applause was especially vig
orous when he said that every democratic
vote would be cast against the, bill.
When he concluded Mr. Dalzeil (Pa.), sec-

ond ranking majority member of the wayE
and means committee, took the floor. He
made a close legal and constitutional argu-
ment In support of the contention of the
majority that the Constitution did not ex-
tend over our new possessions.
"By the treaty with Spain," said Mr. Dal-zell, "we acquired the Islands constitutingthe Philippines and Porto Rico. The treatyis an accomplished fact. Whatever maybe our ultimate purpose we can now d(

nothing but provide for these acquisitionsin such a way as shall best promote their
welfare and our own." Continuing, he
pointed out the differences between PortaRico and the Philippines In extent of terri-
tory, population, character of inhabitants,civilization, products of the soil, etc.
"Yet," said he, "attempting now for the

first time to legislate for one of these new
possessions, we must be governed by one
fixed, unvarying system; and that the
system which applies to the United States
Itself." It was an amazing proposition in-
volving three prominent features, freetrade, citizenship and navigation laws. It
would be better to let the islands go.

Extension of the Constitution.
Taking up the contention that upon the

acquisition of new territory the Constitu-
tion is extended thereto ex proprio vigore,
Mr. Dalzell cited the case of the Ameri-
can Insurance Company vs. Canter, in
which Whipple and Webster met this very
argument in the case of Florida. Muchsrgument was used in that case to show
that the Constitution and laws of the
United States were per se in force in Flor-
Ida and that the Inhabitants were citizens
)f the United States. Webster and Whip-pie asked how the Constitution became offorce In Florida. Was It by the act of ces-don? Was there any principle In the lawiA nations which upon the act of cession>r conquest gives to the ceded or conqueredountry a right to participate In the privi-
eges of the Constitution of the parentountry?
The usages of nations from the period of3recian colonization to the present moment
were precisely the reverse. Such a right
iever was asserted, The Constitution wasstablished by the people of the UnitedMtates for the United States. It provides'or the future admission of countries into
he Union and expressly confers upon Con-
,ress the power of governing them as ter-
itories until they are admitted as states.[f the Constitution was in force in Florida
why was it not represented in Congress?Why was it necessary to pass an act ofiongress extending several of the laws of
he United States to Florida? Why didlongress designate particular laws, such
s the crimes aot, the slave trade and-evenue acts, and introduce them as laws
nto Florida? Why enumerate particular-Ights secured to the people of the United
3tates if the inhabitants of Florida weremntltled to them on the act of cession?
If this reasoning be not correct, said Mr.Dalzell, then, it being impossible to govern
hese possessions as the United States is
roverned, we must either have a oonstitu-:ional amendment, abandon the islands or
et the President govern them. The sameimitation that applies to Congress applies:o the President.
Mr. Dalzell expressed his opposition to

'ree trade with Porto Rico at this time.
.o one could tell what her industries weretoing to be, nor how they would affect our
eople. We must be generous to PortoRico, but just to ourselves. It was a ques-Ion of practical statesmanship far and be-vond dollars and cents. If we must have
!ree trade with Porto Rico we must with:he Philippines. The result might be the
lanting of immense areas of sugar and
obacco, The low wages paid would be a
menace to labor In this country.

Consent of the Governed.
Turning to the question of the consent>f the governed, Mr. Dalzell asserted that
n a representative republic the right to
,overn did not depend on the consent of the
roverned.
The methods of government prescribed by:he principles of Anglican liberty as prac-Iced In the United States would be gro-
esque in the Philippine islands, and would)ring to their people no advantage. Theywould be in point of fact Impossible of ex-relse.
"The guarantees of liberty," he concluded,'do not exist alone in the Constitution of:he United States. They do riot dependipon the great instrument for theirtrength and perpetuity. They would con-inue to live and flourish if that Constitu-ion were annihilated. They are the inde-tructible heritage of humanity.Mr. Dalzell received an ovation whien he

Inished.
The House then, at 5 o'clock, took a recessintil 8 o'clock, the evening session to be de-7oted to private pension legislation.Nothing was accomplished at the nightsession of the House last night, which was

to have been devoted to pension legislation.Mr. Talbert of South (trolina made thepoint of no quorum and blocked proceed-.ngs. The House remained in session untiltO o'clock in the hope of getting a quorum,and then adjourned.

PROPOSED HONOR IFOR MERRITT.
Los Angeles Times Advoentes Making

Him a Lieutenant General.
ipecial Dispatch to The Evening Oar.
LOS ANGELES, Ca.1, Februa.y 19.-The

!o, Angeles Times says,, editorihait: "Con-
Kress could not perform a- mbre -gracefulIat, and at the same time an act which
would more fully meet the Aq4oval of the
letter sentiment of the sntire eiantry, than
o pass a law giving to lMaar abeneral Wes-
ley Merritt, who will retire fm'the army
L few months hencs under 'teiage-limita-
;ion, the rank of l~ien nigra.

"General Merritt haa- well earned thismark of distinction' by long, faithful andarduous duty in the miliary service of hissountry. It should be -tie poacy of thegovernmnent to reward ina aiele mnanfk-those men who serve the nation with con-spicuous gallantry and aeuit.. If there is
Lny man in the army teday yho~Im richlylesrving of such -som~~ -ass prefer-

mnt that man is Mae neeral .Wesleybierritt. He is a patriot. as ell as a sol-hier. Helms in every menust the .word a

allant gentlelnan and "a true American.in honoring him in the.-snanner suggested(?oigress would honor itself a~4the public,

for the people will rejoice at teadvance.-
ment of so heve a man a$ so deserving amoldier as General Merritt.
"It is to be lipdthat; this matter wDibe taken upb ongree at an early day,and it is eulyto ber hoped that there

may he no opposition to cofryin' this re-ward upon so brave, 3oyal-and dsrving anoficer.".

Alaskm Tide lands-
Theceretary of the fatiIor ass eon-

rmed a desion eid thie comult.-
mloner et the-gmim lasi which it
was held that'tide i io sAas are not
public lnds belonkiug Uited States
within'the eann. e.inglas
4:si that no ztgints-lwhaegspwihepeg
to such landra na be acqufr~be paira

tin. oenpatioq, lonsetan or o ewmse un-

ee the minameg laws

AN IMPORTANT SUIT
Court of Claims Case Bearing on the

Post Office Building.

COXTRACTORS ASK FOR BIG DAIGES

Steam Heating Work Revealing the
Department's Flaws.

A SUPPRESSED REPORT

Suit against the United States for $63,090
has been instituted in the Court of Claims
by Charles F. Wood and John L. Moyer.
trading as the Philadelphia Steam Heating
Company. The action grows out of the
contract entered into between the govern-
ment and the complainant company for the
steam heating plant and apparatus for the
Washington city post office building. In
the petition flied in connection with the
claim Messrs. Wood and Moyer charge that
they were hampered, interrupted and In-
terfered with by the government's offilcers
and agents, and were subjected to heavy
expense and consequent loss by numerous
changes decided upon in the supervising
architect's office after the original specifi-
cations had been complied with.
It has been known for some time past

that there were differences existing be-
tween the steam-heating contractors and
the government officers in charge of the
creetion of the new post office building,
about which there has already been much
criticism and conflict of upinion. A board
of survey was demanded by the contrac-
tors some time ago, after, according to
their statement, they had been harassed
and wrongfully accused. The report of this
board has never been made public.

. No Answer Filed Yet.
The government has filed no answer so

far in the claim that has been entered
against the United States. The case is ex-
pected to attract considerable attention, and
will probably attain to great importance in
the bearing it will undoubtedly have upon
the system now in vogue in the conduct of
building operations carried on directly by
the government. The claimants state it
as their intention to introduce some inter-
esting facts in connection with the system
that will be, they say, in the nature of
revelations.
The claimants in their petition to the

court outline briefly the contracts entered
into between them and the government re-
garding the steam heating of the new build-
Ing. Proceeding, they say:
"The petitioners completed said work in

strict accordance with said contracts, sub-
ject to certain changes and modifications
required by the government's officers and
agents, and fell short of nothing with re-
gard thereto, the government's officials and
agents accepting the same as having been
done to their entire satisfaction.
Defective Plans and Specilleationm.
"But the petitioners say that, owing to

certain delays in the prosecution of said
work, caused by the government's officers
and agents, for which petitioners were in
no wise responsible, causing petitioners
much extra expense, and because of certain
defective plans and specifications furnished
by the government, through which petition-
ers were put to extra expense and subject-
ed to great loss, and because of certain
extra work required of the petitioners bythe said officers and agents, for which theyhave not been paid, the petitioners have
not veceived of the government the com-
pensation to which their said work justlyentitled them."
The petition next states the numerous in-

stances of alleged hindrance and delay inthe prosecution of their work. Many of
these recited deal strictly with technicali-
ties in the machinery and apparatus. It is
stated that, while the petitioners were earn-
eetly and actively engaged in the generalprosecution of their work, the government,acting through Assistant Secretary of theTreasury 0. L. Spalding, on May 8, 1897,suspended all work incident to galvanizediron vent-ducts and running steam-risersfor Interior rooms, including and above the
second story, until March 9, 1898, whereby,it is claimed, great loss of time and much
extra expense was caused the petitioners,without their fault, and by causing all ofthe work on the galvanized iron vent-ductsin the basement to be suspended from May11 to July 8, 1807. in order that the con-tractor for the plastering might have timeto complete his work.
Continuing, the petition cites the follow-ing instances of delay and alleged loss.

The Boilers.
"That it was a part of the original con-

tract that petitioners should furnish boil-
ers of certain sizes and dimensions, which
sizes and dimensions were clearly shown
upon the drawings upon which said con-
tract was based, and set forth in detail
and at length in the specifications accom-panying the same; but that by reason oflatent errors and discrepancies in saiddrawings and specifications it was physi-cally-impossible to accomplish the completeconstruction thereof; that immediately uponthe award of the original contract petition-ers had entered into subcontracts with cer-tain material men for the said boilers; butthat owing to the said latent errors anddiscrepancies which developed during theconstruction of said boilers, it became
necessary for the government to revise andmodify the original plans of said construc-tion, and the government did submit to thepetitioners, July 10, 18D7. revised and modi-fled plans for the construction thereof,which revised plans petitioners forwarded Iimmediately to the said subcontractors forsaid boilers, with directions to change theconstruction accordingly, which modifica-tions and changes occasioned loss of muchvaluable time and resulting extra expenseto the petitioners; that there afterward de-veloped certain vital errors and discrepan- Icies in said revised plans for the construe-tion of said bo~ers, which made it neces- 1
sary, September 4, 1897, for the govern-ment to modify and change said revisediplans, which last named modifications andchsnges petitioners immediately'forwardedto the subcontractors for this work with~directions to carry out the same; an& thatiby reason of these last named modifications
and changes the reasonable progress of the1work of the petitioners under the original
contract was hindered and impeded, to
their great loss in time and money.
Imaokestneks Would 1Net Fit Strueture.
"That it was a part of the original con-

tract that smokestacks should be erected
In the building in a certain manner indi-
cated on the said original drawings; but
that when petitIoners proceeded to the
erection thereof It was found that thestructural ironwork of 'the building pre..viously erected by the contractor for that
work, without petitioners' knowledge, pro.
vented the erection of said smokestacks inaccordance with petitioners' conttwhereupon the government's officers andagents directed petitleners to remove suchportions of quaid struq ural ironwork as in-
terfered with their wr, and that by rea-
son of the delay a eidigthe determina,.-tion of the above question and the extrawtork of removing aid structural ironwork,petitioners were occasioned the loss of vain-Aable time, and were subjected to extra ox-
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etc., previously installed by contractors
for that work, without the knowledge of
the petitioners, they were prevented from
carrying out said work in accordance Wtti
the original plans under the original con-
tract, but were compelled at various times
during the progress of this work, by orders
of the government's officers and agents, to
make changes and modifications in the
plans of said work, because of the said in-
terferences, thereby causing petitioners the
loss of valuable time and Incurrence of ex-
tra expense."
Hampered by the Bond Isane Force.
A number of instances of like character

are specified, together with the following
paragraphs:
"That on account of the Spanish war

bond issue and the necessity for a place
to install the clerks and employes of the
government engaged in the work of saidissue in the summer of 1898 the govern-
ment, through its officers and agents, didon or about June 20. 1898, enter into and
take possession of the first floor of said
building and install therein a large force
of clerks and employes, and did at various
and sundry times interrupt and interfere
with the petitioners' work by directing the
stoppage thereof between the hours of 9
o'clock a.m. and 4 o'clock p.m., and by
locking up certain portions of the building
and excluding petitioners therefrom, whereand in which petitioners were carrying on
certain portions of their work under said
contracts, and refusing petitioners access
thereto both day and night, so that peti-
tioners were prevented from making meas-
rements for materials to be used in their
aid work; that said interferences and in-
terruptions continued from about June 29,
1898, to about the last of September, 1898,
wherein and whereby petitioners sustained.
without their fault, much loss of time and
money in the execution of their work under
their said contract.
"That by reason of many and various

Ither interferences and interruptions with
the reasonable progress of the work at
livers and sundry times, by the govern-
ment's officers and agents, and by reason
:>f divers other errors and discrepancies
n the plans and specifications furnished
the petitioners by the government for the
prosecution of the work; by regson of im-
proper and imperfect materials called for
)y said plans and specifications prepared bythe government's officers and agents, and
ised by the petitioners at the instance of:he government in doing the work, and by
lelays caused in the progress of the work,
3y disagreements resulting from the use of
aid improper and imperfect materials andtrroneous and unjust interpretation of the
aid plans and specifications upon the part>f the government's officers and agents, thesetitioners, without their fault, weremubjected to great loss of time and put to
nuch extra expense,"

Mr. Wood's Pamphlet.
Mr. Charles Francis Wood of Wayne, Pa.,if the suing firm, has written a pam-;hlet to Congress and mailed a copy to

iach senator and representative. In this he
letails his experiences as a government
:ontractor under the present system- of
:onstructlon by the government In his
amphlet Mr. Wood says:
"It has been said that 'there are families
n Washington who can trace their ancestry
ack to the beginning of the new post officemilding,' and yet this particular one is not
lifferent'from any others that could belamed. Would not the written history of
he post office at Washington fit almost anyather building of similar magnitude con-
tructed under the direction of the super-ising architect's office of the Treasury De-partment, with only a change of name?
"It is true that I have been insulted.tbused, vilified and accused of all sorts ofmderhanded actions during my experience

Vith this system, when the fault lay en-
Irely with those who made the plans from
which the work was done. It is true that
he scoundrelly dealsions of the underlings
n charge of the work were affirmed by the
upervising architect, and -that, after
nonths of bitter controversy, brought on
y the errors and. blunders in the plans and
*pecifications for the work, I had to appeal
o thle Secretary of the Treasury .for the
Lppointmenit of a board' of arbitration to
ettle the differences. It is true that after
taving entered into this arbitration with
he Secretary of the Treasury, and after
aving bound myself in writing to accept
be award of this board, -the report of thepoard was cogeealed and suppressed to cor-
r up the blundering stupidity so glaringly
rought out in the investigations of theplas and specinletions prepared by the
upervising architect, {t is true that I have
eaver been allowed even to see this report,rhens, by all the laws and rules of honor-ible warfare and controversy, I was justiy
ntitled to a copy, and my rights in this
particular were fully equal to those of the
I her party to the arbitration. It is equally
rue that after months of careful investiga-
ion the board of naval engineers, who were
ficers and gentlemen, reported in my favor
in every material point and wrote boldly

ii pages of the records referring to thia
pontract, not only a refutation of the
bharge. which luuh'been maeagainst me.
put a scathing auraignment ofthe methods
it tihe architeot's ofice as well; and, while

bese records hare been coneamled in an
adeavor to ha~e the inemeaony, or worse
if the architect' offce, I ca well afoad to
twait the time of their publicity through
he ourts of the UnteU ate= fr my yin-
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Co~mmisso.ners ta hr r odraever it shall be made to appear to the
Commissioners that there are good rea-
sons for'belIeving that any dog or dogs
within the District are mad, It shall be the
duty of the Commissioners to Issue a proc-
lamation requiring that all dogs shall, for
a period to be defined In the proclamation,
wear good, substantial muzzles. securelyput on. so as to prevent them from bitingor snapping, and any dog going at largeduring the period defined by the Commis-sioners without such muzzle shall be takenby the poundmaster and impounded, sub-ject to the provisions of section 3."
Under this authority the Commissionersissued the muzzle order, so vexatious to the

citizens and torturing to the dogs. The
provisions of section 3 in regard to im-
pounded dogs apply only to dogs found
running at large, "without tax tags," and
section 4 provides that "any dog wearingthe tax tag hereinbefere provided for shallbe permitted to run at large in the Districtof Columbia, and shall be regarded as per-sonal property in all the courts of saidDistrict, and any person "njuring or de-
stroying the same shall be liable to a civilaction for damages. which, upon proof ofsuch injuring or killing. may be awardedin a sum equal to the value usually putupon such property by persons buying andselling the same, subject to such modifica-tions as the particular circumstances of the
case may make proper."
Section 11 provides that "after this actdogs shall be deemed and held to be per-sonal property."
The Constitution provides that "no per-son shall be deprived of life, Iiberty or

property without due process of law." "nrshall private property be taken for publicuse without just compensation.'
Dogs, being private property, are, iftaken from the owner. so taken f.sr public

use, and the owner is entitled to compensa-tion, and the Constitution is infringed Inthat the owner Is deprived of his properly"without due process of law." The muzzle
ordinance if applied to taxed or taggeddogs Is unconstitutional The owners ofdogs having complied with the liw andput tax tags on their dogs have, under the
contract set forth in section 4. securedvested rights to have their dogs "run atlarge." "Running at large" has a techni-cal meaning, as the running of cows andhorses .outside the premises of their own-
ers and on public grounds and highways.uncontrolled. Animals driven through the
streets and highways are not running atlarge. Nor is a dog accompanying his
master or mistress and under the usual
control in such case "running at large."And especially when such dog is in leash
or upon the lot or premises of its. owner.
The District is liable to pay for everytax-tagged dog taken by the poundmaster

not less, certainly, than the $2 paid for
tax and tag, and as much more as a court
may be satisfied by evidence that it was
worth. Nor does the law and proclama-tion of the Commissioners shield the pound-
master from personal liability. The pric-lamation should in no event be construed
to apply to dogs wearing a tax tag as pro-vided by section 4.
By what evidence or means the Commis-

sioners were induced to issue such an ab-
surd proclamation at this season of the
year is to me incomprehensible. An old
ordinance provided for the killing of "un-
muzzled dogs going upon the streets and
avenues and other public places between
the 15th day of May and the 15th day of
October," And the poundmaster was au-
thorized to take up and dispose of such
dogs. I do not suppose that there has
ever been more than one or two cases of
well-developed hydrophobia in this city.Hundreds of people have died from the
effects of the old open sewer of Tiber
creek, by the emanations from the rotten
pavement about the Center Market and
reeking alleys. On an average, one human
being is sacrificed or badly injured weekly
by tne steam and electric railroads. Thereis enough to occupy the attention and time
of health officers and Commissioners In
correcting evils affecting the lives and
health of our citizens, without this sticking
implements of torture on dogs. The best
way out of the mesa is to repeal the proc-
lamation ordinance, R. L. B. C.

FRAUDULENT CLAIMS,
Result of CrinmimaE Preeeutiema by

the Peuaien Bureau.
David W. Owens of Tolland, Manes., wasn

held by United States Commseloner Mar-
vin, at Hartford. Conn.. under 32,500 bond
for the action et the grand jury on a
charge of having filed a fraudulent claim
for pension hased upon the altered di.-charge certifleate of a comrade, it being
alleged that Owens is a deserter and bor~-
rowed the dicarge certilcate of an as-
sociate by the name of See, altering the
same by inring his own name in the
place of that of hIs comrade.
Mrs. .Jennie Ramsey of Minneapolis,

Minn., wasn arrested in that city on the12th instant on the charge et having fraud-
ulently drawn a pension after her remar-riage. She -was held inmie ISI0 bond to
await the action of the grand jury, and in *

default thereof was enemitted to jail.
George I. Grottn., a notary public, was

convicted and sentenced In the UnitedBtates district conrt at Portlaem. Me., on
the 12th instant on ther charge of havingviolated the ~~visions of the act of Ituly
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